Tuesday, June 10, 2003- From Hoopscooponline.com

It looks like Hal Pastner is at it again. If you will recall, Pastner took over the Las Vegas Easter Classic in
Las Vegas, NV last spring and overnight transformed it from a mediocre tournament into a smashing success, as the
field included over 270 teams playing in over 700 games during a five-day period. The field had a Senior Division
for graduating seniors, which is where 6'7 Dorell Wright from Lawndale (Leuzinger) CA established his national
reputation and 6'9 Mohamed Abukar from San Diego (Rancho Bernardo) CA attracted the attention of Division I
coaches like Florida head coach Billy Donovan, Louisville head coach Rick Pitino, and Kentucky assistant coach
Scott Rigot, as well as 17-Under, 16-Under, 15-Under, 14-Under, 13-Under, 12-Under, and 11-Under Divisions,
which gave us a great head start on the future. Well, immediately following the adidas Big Time Tournament,

which is scheduled to run from July 21st-July 26th, in Las Vegas, NV, is the Las Vegas Summer Classic,
which actually will be two different tournaments. The first tournament, which will include a 17-Under and a 16-
Under Division, will be July 26th-30th and it will be sanctioned for NCAA Division I college coaches. Obviously
this is important, because you can bet that many of the teams, scouts, and college coaches will stick around, instead
of moving on right away to another city. And right when the tournament for the older players is over on
Wednesday, July 20th, Pastner will tip-oft a tournament for the younger players, which will include 15-Under, 14-
Under, 13-Under, 12-Under, 11-Under, and 10-Under Divisions. Our guess is that there will be a large number of
teams and players from the West Coast, but Pastner also is very excited about the strong interest he's already gotten
from teams from all over the nation. Moral to the story, don't be surprised if the Las Vegas Summer Classic
evolves into one of the must stops on everybody's summer tour in the years to come. Remember, the Kingwood
Classic in Houston, TX is now nationally the premier event of the spring, the Academy National Invitational
Tournament in Houston, TX is widely regarded as the one of the best high school basketball holiday tournaments
in the nation, and the Las Vegas Easter Classic in Las Vegas, NV had some great talent in each age group this
spring. Moral to the story, nobody runs a tournament like Hal Pastner and for more information about each of these
events, click onto VisionSports.com.
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